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Sept. 12, 2000
UM SPONSORS BOOK DRIVE FOR LOCAL SCHOOLCHILDREN
MISSOULA In an effort to encourage lifelong reading habits, The University of Montana is teaming
up with Missoula news organizations and bookstores for the second annual book drive for local
schoolchildren.
The drive’s goal is to collect books for hundreds of children who have access to books
only at school. “We want to give children their own books to take home and read,” said
Bridgit Sommer, UM community relations and outreach coordinator. “We hope it will
encourage reading and learning at home.”
Students who receive books hopefully will be encouraged to share them with younger
siblings as well, Sommer said.
The public is asked to contribute new or used books. Books may be dropped off at the
entrances to Washington-Grizzly Stadium before this Saturday’s game against Cal Poly San
Luis Obispo. Donations also may be taken to the following participating bookstores during the
next two weeks: the Book Exchange, 2335 Brooks; Bird’s Nest Books, 219 N. Higgins;
Hastings, 3100 Brooks; Sidneys Used Books, 518 S. Fourth St. W.; the Bookstore at UM,
University Center; Fact and Fiction, 220 N. Higgins; and Garth’s Book Shop, 525 N. Higgins.
Children who are being tutored through UM ’s Montana Reads program will benefit
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from the drive. UM started the Montana Reads program in 1997 in response to President Bill
Clinton’s American Reads Challenge - that every schoolchild in American read well and
independently by third grade. More than 50 UM student volunteers and work-study students
visit Missoula schools regularly to provide literacy tutoring to children in kindergarten through
fifth grade.
The book drive is co-sponsored by participating bookstores, KECI-TV and the
Missoulian.
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